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MRHS Annual Outing 
Take a Ride on the  

 
COOPERSVILLE AND MARNE RAILROAD 

Tuesday, August 1, 2006 
Normally the club hosts a picnic for members in August, but this year there is SOMETHING SPECIAL!!  We have again
scheduled a charter train ride on the COOPERSVILLE AND MARNE RAILROAD! 
 
At the extremely low price of only $10.00 per rider, you will get a train ride and a hobo bindle meal!     We will be riding in the 
“premium car” with air conditioning and tables at no extra cost to us.  It seats 42 passengers, but if we have more the CMRR 
will bring the caboose or additional cars for more seating.  Plan on being in Coopersville no later than 6:00 PM for a 
departure time of 6:45 PM.   We will have a tour of the facilities if you arrive earlier.  The ride is about one hour long. 
 
Because of the meal and seating arrangement, RESERVATIONS ARE MANDATORY.  To reserve spots for your family 
and guests, call Tom Anderson no later than Sunday July 30, 2006 at 773-6411 during the day and at 744-9782 in the evening. 
Anyone not making a reservation before the deadline WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO RIDE!  Payment will be collected at 
the time of departure.   
 
Come and enjoy the very special opportunity put on by the MRHS and the Coopersville and Marne Railroad! 
 

The Muskegon Railroad Historical Society Presents… 
 

P a r t y  i n  t h e  P a r k  
W i t h  B l u e s  B a n d  W e e z i l  M a l o n e !  

J u l y  2 8 ,  2 0 0 6  
 
WE NEED YOUR HELP.  Consider volunteering your time and a little bit of effort that evening.  This event is a 
wonderful fundraiser for our society, but with all good things, it takes a bit of work.  The more help we have, the 
easier the work.  We are REQUIRED to provide a list of volunteer’s names to the City of Muskegon prior to the 
party, so please let us know if you can help.   
Call the club at (231) 726-3657, or contact any member of the Board and let us know the names of you and your 
friends/family that will help us in the following areas and for which shift (4:30 to 7:00 pm or 6:45 pm to 9:00 pm) 

Car Ferry Railroading… 
Part 4 (Final) 
By Jerry Tyler 
Another incident the pursuer called in 
and said they were in 18 foot of slush 
ice. The going was very difficult and 
would be arriving as soon as 
conditions permitted.  Many times we 
would be waiting at the car ferry dock 
for a ship to come in. This is when the 
Grand Rapids was tied up along side 
the dock. We had often been invited 
aboard for a snack. A snack generally 
ended up being a full course meal. 
Those sailors sure had good food. The 
table was set pretty much like a buffet 
around the clock with so many crews 
coming on and off duty. A regular 
crew, I am told, for the ships was 34 
men. 
As time went by business started 
falling off and eventually the Grand 
Rapids was tied up permanently at the 
dock. A few times I remember that the 

Ann Arbor Railroad leased these ships 
that were not in use. During my tour 
of duty which was from August 8, 
1955 thru June 17, 1964, the car ferry 
operation was still operating. The 
bulletin book always had the monthly 
bulletins which were placed in all 
terminals such as roundhouses, yard 
offices, etc. One bulletin that always 
appeared regarding fireman not yet 
promoted to engineer, stating they 
were not permitted to operate 
locomotives loading and unloading car 
ferries. 
Like I stated earlier, the man who I 
fired for broke me in early a number of 
years before I was promoted. When I 
hired out I was not yet 21 years old. 
What is quite remarkable is that some 
of the fellows that I worked with I had 
known as a very young boy. Where I 
lived in Muskegon was almost on top 
of the railroad tracks at Simpson 
Junction. The man to whom I give 

credit to for my job is Karl Kanauf. I 
used to ride with Mr. Kanauf in his 
locomotive when I was about 7 years 
old and they were switching in front of 
my house. He called me on the phone 
one day and asked if I wanted to go 
railroading. He told me that they were 
looking for a home body to qualify as 
fireman for the night yard job. The rest 
is history. They all told me in Durand 
that the guy I would be working with 
as my engineer was a real rough neck 
with the engine and with his fireman. 
They all laughed and said I'd be back 
to work on the spare board in Durand 
within the next 30 days. This guy 
couldn't seem to hang on to a regular 
fireman. 
I have worked a great many nights and 
some days working the car ferries, but 
the night job was the real workhorse. 
Not much spot time on this job. One 
night in the spring of the year a road 
paralleling the tracks at the car ferry  
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Calendar of Events 
 
Tuesday, July 25, 2006 
   MRHS Board Meeting 
   Special Meeting Date 
Friday, July 28, 2006 
   MRHS hosts the Muskegon  
   Party in the Park!   
Tuesday, August 1, 2006 
   MRHS General Membership Mtg 
   SPECIAL OUTING… 
   RIDE ON THE C&M RR 
Tuesday, August 15, 2006 7:00 PM 
   MRHS Board Meeting 
Tuesday, September 5, 2006 
   MRHS General Membership Mtg 
Tuesday, September 19, 2006 
   MRHS Board Meeting 
Sunday, September 24, 2006 
   MRHS Fall Train Show 
   LC Walker Arena Annex in  
   Downtown Muskegon 
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DUES…DUES…DUES 

Discounts, Library Access, Layout 
Access to name a few… 

Get your dues in so you don’t 
loose these privileges of 

membership. 

If you have a check mark by your 
name on the envelope, your dues 

have not been paid for 2006 

Individual Membership: 
$20/Year 

Family Membership: 
$30/Year 

dock was all soaked from a previous rain 
and had lots of ruts and soft spots. A 
tanker truck which had just unloaded 
crude oil at the dock was making his way 
out and had become mired in the road. 
We had just finished loading the boat and 
were cutting off the idler flats when the 
truck driver called our attention to his 
problem. "I'm stuck. Is there anything 
you can do?" We got a long chain which 
was in the car man's shanty and wrapped 
it around the axel of his truck.  The 
knuckle pin on the locomotive was pulled 
out, the knuckle removed, and the chain 
link was put in its place and the knuckle 
pin replaced. I always remember the truck 
driver saying, "Do you think you could 
pull me out of here?" With little effort we 
pulled him out of the mud hole.  By the 
time I hired out these ships were oil 
burners. Before they were converted they 
were coal fired. I'm told that the two wing 
cars would be hopper cars, loaded with 
coal. There was a coal shoot just beneath 
them on the stem. When coal was 
required they would just open up the bays 
on the hopper cars and coal would come 
tumbling into the ship's coal bunker. 
When loading the boats the ships twin 
screws were turning in reverse to maintain 
pressure against the slip. This was done to 
prevent the mooring lines from stretching 
or snapping when a string of cars would 
come in contact with the bumping block 
at the end of the ship. 
In 1948 or 1949, I can't recall what year, 
there was such a mishap at the dock in 
Muskegon. What actually happened I 
really do not know, but the mooring lines 
snapped, the ship moved away from the 
slip and the cars that were on the slip 
jackknifed between the slip and the stem 
of the ship. This forced operations to 
return to Grand Haven, Michigan for 
several months until repairs could be 
made at the Muskegon facility. 
Fortunately, when operations left Grand 
Haven in 1936 the slip was never taken 
out. Probably for just such a situation like 
this. 
In the year 1957 I worked the other side 
of the 'Big Pond', Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
The call time for this afternoon job was 
5:30 pm, which worked seven days a 
week, including holidays. The power on 

this job was a 1925 vintage diesel, cab 
number 73, which was the oldest diesel 
on the GTW roster. It had two 300 
horsepower Cummings diesel engines. 
This was the main reason for this 
locomotive being placed at Milwaukee. In 
case one diesel engine would fail you 
could still operate with just the one 
engine. From time to time the old girl 
failed completely. GTW was forced to 
lease a locomotive from either the 
Chicago & Northwestern or the 
Milwaukee Road. The old number 73 had 
an air compressor that the fireman had to 
start up with a pull cord just like a 
lawnmower or snow blower and believe it 
or not, even on this old rattletrap the 
fireman had to fire it. It was equipped 
with a small coal burning stove so engine 
crews could keep warm on cold days and 
nights. There was a bunkhouse provided 
and that's where I stayed. Still more firing 
with coal. If the fireman stayed in the 
bunkhouse he also had to keep the old 
potbellied coal stove stoked in the one 
stall roundhouse which was adjacent to 
the bunkhouse. 
The operation was on a small scale at 
Milwaukee. You received and delivered 
cars to both the CN& W and Milwaukee 
Road, switched the freight house which 
was a stone's throw from the roundhouse, 
and pulled and loaded the ferries. 
Milwaukee had two loading slips, but only 
one was in use while I was there. On this 
side of the lake only three idler flats were 
used, where Muskegon used four. One 
interesting note on loading the ships at 
Milwaukee, hand signals were passed 
from the port side while at Muskegon 
hand signals were passed on the starboard 
side. At Milwaukee this was all due to a 
curve approaching the slip. All signals 
were passed on the engineer's side. 
Therefore, at Milwaukee the engine 
actually was facing backwards to the ship 
and at Muskegon the front of the 
locomotive was facing the ship. 
 
 

Points For Profit 
Program Update! 
The inaugural year of the Points for 
Profit has concluded in July.  The 
program ended up bringing in several 
hunder dollars for the MRHS.  New 
program information will be presented 
as the new year starts, but there are 
things you can do to help now!   
Make sure to have Shoreline Insurance 
give your insurance policies a review a 
get a free quote.  Turn the quote in and 
the MRHS can receive special bonus 
points!  Keep collecting the receipts and 
watch for more details.   
 
   
Articles Requested for the  
MRHS Mainline Newsletter 
 
Over the past four issues of our 
newsletter, we have all been enjoying 
the contributions of an article by Jerry 
Tyler.  Special thanks go out to Jerry for 
that extra-ordinary contribution.  
However, as of this issue, that article 
has come to its conclusion, and thus, we 
need new contributions for the 
Mainline.  Please submit articles or 
information you would like to share in 
the newsletter to your Secretary/Editor, 
Thomas Van Bruggen for inclusion in 
the newsletter. 
 
Member News and Donations 
Donations: 
 
LOST AND FOUND… 

At the June membership meeting, a 
blue jacket with tan lining was left at 
the club.  If you are missing a coat, 
please check at the club office! 

 
A special thanks goes to Noel Black for 
the donation of an antique wood train 
display, including a steam locomotive, 
tender, several cars, a caboose, 
numerous trestles and track.  The 
display can be seen at the Depot across 
from the MRHS facilities.   


