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Prez Sez 
By President Thomas Anderson 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and may many more come your way!  At the December meeting elections were 
held and the results are: 
 Board Members- Allen Anderson, Matt Kolbe, and Kent McFaden 
 Treasurer- Andy Busard 
 Secretary- Thomas Van Bruggen 
 Vice President- Stan Murray 
 President- Tom Anderson 

As of January 1 P

st
P, this year is your new leadership of YOUR club.  If you have any questions or input about YOUR club, 

these are the ones to contact.  The B. of D. meets every 3P

rd
P Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. and all are invited.  Phone numbers are 

always listed in the newsletter as well.  I extend a THANK YOU to Julie Austin, Don Pratt, and Fran Lensky for giving 
the club a year of their time and commitment as last year’s B. of D.   

We had four guests at the Dec. Meeting, we made some money selling wristbands for the mall, pledges were coming in 
for the “Michigan Railroad Lines” book, and a motion was made to purchase 38 padded chairs and was accepted.  
(They are not intended to help you fall asleep during the meetings.) 

The O scale is running good, HO has the buildings up and will have a “Polar Express” train for the open houses, and 
the N is Wonderful, building is running fine, and the library is making progress. 

Thanks to Andy for the program and great pictures of the Railroads of Scandinavian Capitals.” 

At the board meeting the layouts were fine, switches in for O and HO, N was wonderful with PM & C&O engines 
added along with a farmhouse so the farmers do not live in the barn.  The N also stated that the club’s expensive 
equipment on the layout will be locked in a cabinet when not in use to eliminate possible disappearance.  It was 
discussed at the board meeting that all equipment on the layouts can be used by all, unless blue flagged.  Therefore if 
you do not wish your equipment to be used by others, please remove it when you are done running it.   

The “Michigan Railroad Lines” book has been ordered, as pledges were enough.   

The budget has been prepared for the year 2005 and you will be asked to approve it at the January meeting.  Copies will 
be available there.   

We will be forming committees this year to spread to the workload of the club and then asking for wish lists from them.  
We know of many needs and wishes now but don’t be shy and not help YOUR club. 

If you ever send any mail to the club we ask that you direct it to the appropriate place:  i.e. dues, donations, train 
show/flea market, etc., so it ends up in the correct hands for proper recording.  Remember we are all volunteers! 

We are together because of our great interests in TRAINS! 

Prez, Tom 

 
 
Thank you to Jim Laird for fixing the furnace, John Noonan for magazines donated, Jim VanDongen for books 
donated, and Andy Busard for books donated.   
 
Late Get Well wishes to Lori Wells who had surgery. 
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HO Committee: 
 
A new committee is being formed for the HO layout.  So far the committee consists of the following people:  Don 
Pratt, Jim Beal, Terry Temple, Robert Jackson, and Stan Murray.  Anyone with HO interests is welcome to become a 
part of this committee.  Sign your name on the board in the HO layout room or contact Stan Murray.  If interested 
please let us know by the middle of January.  The committee’s function will be to help decide the direction the layout 
will take in the future.   
 
 
Calendar of Events: 
 
January 1, 2005- New Year’s Day and the day your new board takes over 
January 4, 2005- General Meeting Night-everyone welcome- Starts at 7:00 p.m. 
January 18, 2005- Board Meeting Night- Open to everyone- Starts at 7:00 p.m. 
January 29, 2005- Group coming in to visit clubs and to tour layouts of members.  
 
 
Stan Murray will present the program January 4, 2005 on Dennison, Ohio. 
 
The Upper is Lower (A cute little story) 
“Let me have sleeping accommodations on the train to Ottawa,” I said to the man at the window, who didn’t seem at 
all concerned whether I took the trip or stayed at home.   
“For a single passenger?” he finally asked. 
“What is the difference?” I inquired. 
“A difference of 50 cents,” came the answer.  “Our prices to ottawas are 1.50 and 2.  You understand of course,” 
explained the agent, “the lower is higher than the upper.  The higher price is for the lower berth.  If you want a lower, 
you’ll have to go higher.  We sell the upper lower than the upper.  It didn’t used to be so, but we found everybody 
wanted the lower.  In other words, the higher, the fewer.” 
“Why do they all prefer the lower?” I broke in. 
“On account of its convenience,” he replied.  “Most persons don’t like the upper, although it’s lower, on account of its 
being higher and when you occupy an upper you have to get up to go to bed and then get down when you get up.  I 
would advise you to take the lower, although it is higher than the upper, for the reason I have stated, that the upper is 
lower than the lower because it is higher.  You can have the lower if you pay higher, but if you are willing to go higher, 
it will be lower.” 
 
Fun with Initials: 
 
Baltimore & Ohio- Beefsteak & Onions 
Colorado & Southern- Cough & Snort 
Maryland & Pennsylvania- Ma & Pa 
Georgia, Florida & Alabama- Gophers, Frogs & Alligators 
Carolina & Northwestern- Can’t & Never Will 
Delaware & Hudson- Delay & Hesitate 
Missouri & North Arkansas- May Never Arrive 
Texas Pacific & Western- Take you Parcels and Walk 
Terre Haute & Peoria- Take Hold & Push 
Nevada-California-Oregon- Narrow, Crooked & Ornery 
Boston & Maine- Busted & Mined 
 
PLEASE DON’T FORGET TO PAY YOUR DUES.  INDIVIDUAL $20.00 AND FAMILY IS $30.00.  2005 IS 
WHAT IS DUE.  AFTER MARCH 30, 2005 YOU WILL LOSE YOUR PRIVILEGES FOR RUNNING ON 
LAYOUTS, SIGNING OUT BOOKS AND VIDEOS.  GET THEM PAID SO YOU DON’T MISS OUT ON 
ANY OF WHAT IS GOING ON. 
 
PLEASE SUBMIT ARTICLES FOR THE NEWSLETTER TO TOM VAN BRUGGEN NO LATER THAN 
THE 3P

RD
P TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH 

THANK YOU. 
 


