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Pres. Tom Anderson H-744-9782

W-773-6411
vp Stan Murray 853-5089
Sec  Fran Lensky 924-5521
Treas Andy Busard 755-6298
Dir  Tom VanBruggen 767-8177
Dir  Don Pratt 837-6601
Dir  Julie Austin 722-2169

Railroad Terms, Slang, and
Usage

Bleed, To-To drain air from a
car or cars.
Bumper-Retaining post at the
end of a spur track.

Cinder Cruncher-Switch
tender.

Die Game, To-To stall on a
hill.

Dynamiter-A car whose
defective air mechanism
sends the brakes into full
emergency when only a
service application is made
by the engineer.
Footboard-The step on the
front and rear ends of yard or
freight locomotives.

Gut-Air hose.

High Grass-Central New
England Railroad.

Hot-With steam up.
Jigger-Full tonnage train of
dead fieight.

Moonlight Mechanic-Night
roundhouse foreman.
Operator’s Fist-The
distinctive, cursive type of
handwriting characteristic of
telegraph operators and train
dispatchers.
Peck-Twenty-minute stop
allowed for a meal in a
railroad restaurant.
Pop-Safety valve.
Ringmaster-Yard master.
Shunting Boiler-Yard station.
Snipe-Track laborer.

Top Dresser Drawer-Upper
bunk in a caboose.
Trick-Shift, hours of duty.
Walk against the gun, To-To
g0 up a stiff grade with the
injector on.

Wheel, To-To drive a
locomotive at high speed.

WELCOME

RAILROADS OF
MUSKEGON CQUNTY

The Lake Shore RR of
Western Michigan was
organized by the Chicago &
Michigan Lake Shore RR to
construct a line between St.
Joseph and Muskegon by
way of Nunica and Fruitport.
On July 12, 1869 it was
absorbed by the C&MLS
prior to completion and was
opened as far north as
Montague on July 1, 1871. It
reached Pentwater on
1/1/1872. On 10/24/1872 the
C&MLS absorbed the
Muskegon & Big Rapids RR
then under construction from
Big Rapids Jct. to Big
Rapids. This branch was
completed on 7/21/1873.
The “Panic of 1873 caused
great economic disruption,
and it went into receivership
in 1876. On 12/28/1878 the
Chicago & West Michigan
RR was created by a
reorganization of the
C&MLS RR, running from
New Buffalo to Pentwater,
Holland to Grand Rapids, and
Muskegon to Big Rapids. On
7/16/1881 the C&WM
merged with the Grand
Haven RR and 2 other
railroads to form the Chicago
& West Michigan Ry. Since
it now had 2 lines running
from Holland to Muskegon,
in 1881 tracks from Holland
to Fruitport were removed
and a short connection was
built from north of Fruitport
over to the mainline just
above Ferrysburg. This
“Freight Line” south from
Muskegon to Fruitport and
over to Kirk Jct. lasted into
the 1920s. A short branch
was built to North Muskegon
in the 1880s and operated for
many years.

150 YEARS OF
MICHIGAN’S
RAILROAD HISTORY

July 31, 1830-The Pontiac &
Detroit Railway Company
was chartered. This was the
first railway charter in the
state.

July 4, 1837-First steam
locomotive placed in service
in Michigan, “Adrian,” began
operating on the Erie &
Kalamazoo Railroad.

July 4, 1843-The Detroit &
Pontiac Railroad began
service between Detroit and
Pontiac.

July 1856-Detroit, Monroe &
Toledo Railroad completed a
Detroit-Toledo line, which
was later leased to the
Michigan Southern &
Northern Indiana Railroad.

July 1865-Marquette &
Ontonagon Railroad opened
Ishpeming-Champion line.

July 23, 1872-Elijah J.
McCoy, a black inventor -
raised in Ypsilanti, patented
the first automatic lubrication
system for locomotives and
other machinery.

WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS

Morton Butzen
Art Camburn
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We have another new member to welcome: Joe Biondo. Welcome to our club.

Dues

A few of you have sent in your dues since the red line went under your name but have not
sent in enough to cover the raise in dues. I will be sending a letter to those of you that
need to send in more to cover your dues. One question asked by several members was
how do I know when my dues are due. Dues are always due by January 1 of each year
regardless of what time of year you joined the club. Dues are considered past due when
they are not paid by March 30 of the year.







